Salisbury Central School PTO Minutes

January 10, 2012
Attendance: Weezie Fallon, Chris Butwill, Erin Simmons, Kim Gnerre, Karen Bibro, Jill Esterson, Pierre Yoo, Tracy Kaufman, Marianne Ostendorf, Abeth Slotnick, Kelly Austin-Rolo, Megan Conklin, Joan Baldwin, Dave Bayersdorfer
Call to order: 6:35 pm

Principal’s Report:  Chris Butwill reported that the first half of the year has gone well and he is looking forward to the second half. The school’s PBIS program has been successful throughout both the elementary and middle schools. In recognition of good PBIS behavior, students are rewarded Red Hawk Reward tickets. The tickets can be redeemed for a variety of privileges and individuals are publicly recognized.
Treasurer’s Report:  Tracy Kaufman reported that the PTO is in good shape financially. The ski program did not need the money we budgeted for them because of SWSA’s generosity and a grant from Salisbury Bank and Trust. Weezie met with our Viridian representative and learned that because of our non-profit status we do not have to pay an annual renewal fee.  SCS currently has 44 customers enrolled with Viridian;  when we secure 50 customers will be awarded a $250 bonus. Weezie is making a renewed effort to alert parents to this easy way to support SCS.   No developments yet in reinstating our non-profit status. We will likely pay a reduced penalty (as little as $100 and as much as $800) to the IRS. 
New Business:  
· Dave Bayersdorfer and Joan Baldwin attended our meeting representing  the Salisbury Association (SA). The SA is interested in partnering with other organizations in order to help them do things in the community.  The SA is a civic organization that covers three areas: the Historical Society, the Land Trust and civic activities.  It is under the civic activity umbrella that they think might be a help to the PTO, or SCS as a whole.  One idea they have is to become involved in the Halloween festivities in town.  Many ideas were tossed around such as a parade, a haunted house, maybe to meet at school and the SA would sponsor a party with costume prizes and snacks.  Since Halloween is so far away, nothing was decided except to keep the communication going. It was also suggested that the SA speak to the teachers about a local historian coming to the school to speak to the students about our town’s history. Kelly Austin-Rolo suggested a field trip to Land Trust areas to teach the kids about why the specified areas are part of the Land Trust.
· Jill Esterson brought up some concerns she has about the ski program. As a physical therapist, she is concerned about knee damage at such a young age. She is also concerned about the cost of the program to the families of SCS, especially those with more then one child participating. Jill also mentioned the time taken away from school work. Chris Butwill replied that the program has been instituted at SCS for many years and the missed school time was certainly taken into consideration. The program was set up to meet the guidelines for PE and the few students who choose not to participate (of their own choice or due to their poor academic standing) are kept occupied with school related work or mentoring younger students.  On the topic of school meals, Jill said that she had received an e-mail from Joe Burns, our school chef, confirming that the lettuce served in school is organic and the apples are all local. Jill had also been in touch with the Department of Agriculture about a farm-to-table program for the school. She did let Joe know that there are local farms willing to deliver to the school. Chris Butwill replied that the Wellness Committee, a sub committee of the BOE, did get together with Joe to make sure the food served is as healthy as can be and within state parameters.

Old Business: 
· We received a check for Box Tops in the amount of $447 bringing us closer to our goal of $500.
· Megan Conklin followed up on the mini-grant request to build upon the existing K-3 reading room, albeit a shelf in actuality. The original collection was started in 2006 with $250. She is asking for another $250 from the PTO to expand the current resources.  The money would be spent on acquiring groups of 4-5 books of the same title as well as to buy additional copies of books currently owned to finish collections for teachers to use with small reading groups of various abilities. A motion was made, seconded and unanimously approved to give $250 to the Reading Book resources.
Meeting adjourned:  7:50 pm

Next meeting:  February 7, 2012

